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Exploring the Psalms in October 
The October discussions on the Psalms are on Friday October 13 and Friday October 27, September 
15, starting at 6pm with a potluck tea. The study begins at 7pm if you cannot make the tea. This is a 
most interesting study series, and you are welcome to join at any point. Each evening explores a 
psalm, relating it to our own lives. 

May these three things surround you, and guide you in your life always, and may these great things be shared 
with the people, for the people, and by the people that you serve. 
 
Welcome to you Bishop, to the Diocese of Dunedin. 

Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa. Nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa. 
Hello everybody here and warm greetings to you all. 
 My name is Diana Abercrombie, and it is truly my great honour and privilege that this evening I have 
the opportunity on behalf of the Dunedin Diocese to formally welcome you Bishop Steven, firstly back to the 
shores of Aotearoa, and secondly into this role of Ministry and Leadership that the Lord has called you to do 
here with the people of the South. 
 Our loving and faithful community has been eagerly awaiting your arrival and we are overjoyed that a 
man of such faithful and generous character will be the face of the Diocese that leads us all into the future. 
We pledge to support you in your work with our love, prayers and cooperation for the benefit of all our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. We also will continue to strive for our Churches to be the heart and soul of the 
communities we live in, and with open minds and open doors we will be grateful to receive your guidance 
and care. May God lead you always in all that you do. 
 Often, scripture has a way of placing the perfect words before us for any occasion, and certainly for 
your journey Bishop, words from Psalm 139 do indeed come to mind: 
 ‘You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive 
my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 
Where can I go from your spirit? If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even 
there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast’. 
 Bishop Steven, the Lord has known your journey here from the earliest of days, his call on your life 
familiar to you, and yet different. You and Lorraine have travelled on the wings of the dawn, and settled on 
this, the far side of the sea, to do a work for his kingdom that he has bestowed you to have duty and atten-
tion over. His hand will guide you, and hold you fast. 

There are three things 
Three great things 
As claimed in the Bible 
Faith 
Hope 
But the greatest of these 
Is love  

E toru ngā mea 
Ngā mea nunui 
E kī ana te paipera 
Whakapono 
Tumanako 
Ko te mea nui 
Ko te aroha 

Diana’s welcome to the new Bishop, on behalf of the Diocese 

 Garage sale time again! 
Our annual fundraising garage sale will be on Saturday November 11. Items needed please! They 
can be stored in the rooms behind the hall, speak to Steve Mitchell or Richard about  access. 
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Bishop Steven ordained and installed as 10th Bishop 
of Dunedin 
Steven Benford was ordained and installed as the 10th Bishop of Dunedin on Friday September  
22. In a moving service, St Paul’s Cathedral was packed with 500 worshippers who turned out to 
welcome the English priest and medical doctor, reports Anglican Taonga. 
 Steven (56) has strong connections in the Otago-Southland region, he has lived and worked 
as a GP in Oamaru, worked in Dunedin, and shares Southland family links through his wife Lor-
raine, who grew up in Gore. 
 The new Bishop served most recently as vicar of the multicultural Anglican parish of St Jo-
seph the Worker in Northholt, in the Diocese of London. Prior to that he worked for many years as 
an anesthetist at a Yorkshire hospital, while serving in part-time rural ministry and then with an 
inner city church. 
 Suzanne Ellison and Tāwini White from Kati Huirapa Runaka ki Puketeraki gave the karanga 
for Steven and Lorraine as they were welcomed to St Paul’s, supported by family and Bishop 
George Connor. 
 Archbishop Philip Richardson – who co-presided at the service with Archbishop Winston 
Halapua – was pleased to see the diocese recognising the tangata whenua last night. Looking out 
on the congregation he sensed energy and hope for the future amongst those filling the pews. 
 “It felt like here was a strong sense of commitment going forward.” he said. “Part of that 
may be the quality of relationship that Steven brings: of partnership, of collaboration, and an abil-
ity to balance two sides.  
 “That ability to hold two things together is in his DNA. If he reflects that in the way he works 
in this diocese, that will be good not only for Dunedin, but also for the whole Church,” said Arch-
bishop Philip. 
 Diana Abercrombie welcome the new bishop on behalf of the Diocese. Her welcome is over-
leaf. She ended her words by singing a waiata, reflecting the bicultural shape of the church in 
these islands. 

Bishop guest speaker at parish dinner 
Bishop Steven and Lorraine will be in the parish for 
the annual dinner on Saturday November 4. Book 
your tickets now! 

Jazz evening and Eucharist 
Enjoy an evening of jazz in the hall on Saturday 
October 27, and then a Jazz Eucharist at 9.30am 
on the Sunday, led by acclaimed musician and 
composer Mark Wilson from Queenstown, with 
our own musicians. 


