
Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa. Nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa. 

Hello everybody here and warm greetings to you all. 

My name is Diana Abercrombie, and it is truly my great honour and privilege that this afternoon I 

have the opportunity on behalf of the Dunedin Diocese to formally welcome you Bishop Steven, 

firstly back to the shores of Aotearoa, and secondly into this role of Ministry and Leadership that the 

Lord has called you to do here with the people of the South. 

Our loving and faithful community has been eagerly awaiting your arrival and we are overjoyed that 

a man of such faithful and generous character will be the face of the Diocese that leads us all into 

the future. We pledge to support you in your work with our love, prayers and cooperation for the 

benefit of all our brothers and sisters in Christ. We also will continue to strive for our Churches to be 

the heart and soul of the communities we live in, and with open minds and open doors we will be 

grateful to receive your guidance and care. May God lead you always in all that you do. 

Often, scripture has a way of placing the perfect words before us for any occasion, and certainly for 

your journey Bishop, words from Psalm 139 do indeed come to mind: 

You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my 

thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 

Where can I go from your spirit? If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 

even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 

Bishop Steven, the Lord has known your journey here from the earliest of days, his call on your life 

familiar to you, and yet different. You and Lorraine have travelled on the wings of the dawn, and 

settled on this, the far side of the sea, to do a work for his kingdom that he has bestowed you to 

have duty and attention over. His hand will guide you, and hold you fast. 

E toru ngā mea 

Ngā mea nunui 

E kī ana te paipera 

Whakapono 

Tumanako 

Ko te mea nui 

Ko te aroha 
 

There are three things 
Three great things 
As claimed in the Bible 
Faith 
Hope 
But the greatest of these 
Is love  
 
May these three things surround you, and guide you in your life always, and may these great things 
be shared with the people, for the people, and by the people that you serve. 
 
Welcome to you Bishop, to the Diocese of Dunedin. 


