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wishing to help in anyway – maybe by helping to purchase one of our toys, books or supplies by
way of donation, buying materials or offering help with some of the things we will be needing
made (eg. knitted toys, help with sewing fabric highchair covers) or by offering your time to be
able to make a cake or be a tea and cake server during this session then do let me know – what I
can guarantee you is small children hugs and baby cuddles in payment, and some very happy
Mums! We would love for you to be a part of our new adventure”, says Diana.
It is intended to launch the new playgroup towards the end of April. All Saints clearly has a
ministry to children and families, as Music and Movement on Tuesdays continues to thrive; our
youth group is lively and fun, our children are engaged well in worship and with the monthly Children’s Church, and our hall is used twice a week by the O’Neil Irish Dancing School, for children, as
well as young people practicing aerobics.
In May, we will begin a new series based on the Dessert and Discussion concept that has
served so well for some years now. Responding to a call from Bishop Steve for the diocese to
deepen its prayer life, we will run a series exploring prayer in its many forms. These evenings will
begin in May, and will be held every second Friday evening in the month. If there is interest, an
additional daytime series is possible. More information on this new series will be shared during
April.

Copies of the minutes and reports presented at the parish AGM on Sunday March 25 will be available on Sunday April 8.
Linda Te Au was re-elected People’s Warden and Wynston Cooper accepted the invitation to
be the Vicar’s Warden. Vestry members are Heather Du Plessis, who is also our financial manager;
Carl Payne, Steve Mitchell (chair), Diana Abercrombie, Peter Thomas, Mike Stotzer and Judy Johnston. The Synod Representatives are Linda Te Au and Steve Mtchell.

Prayer ministry at All Saints
All are welcome to share in the parish prayer time every Tuesday at 5.15pm at the back of the
church. If you need prayer for any person or circumstance, please email Lee Hartley on
lee@hartley.net.nz. The people who receive the prayer requests know everything is totally confidential. A Local House of Prayer meets on Wednesday evenings at Steve and Eirwen’s home.

Help for Meals on Wheels
Judy Johnston asks: Can you give an hour of your time to serve our community? All Saints, St Stephen’s and St John’s are rostered together to provide Meals on Wheels the following weeks:
21st-25th May
16th-20th July
10th-14th September
5th-9th November
If you are able to help, either as a driver or deliverer, or both, please give your name and phone
number to Judy Johnston. Thank you to those who have already volunteered to help.
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Three new opportunities for faith and service are to be launched soon—a monthly evening exploring prayer; a monthly talk on life and faith by people who have interesting stories of faith and life
to tell, and a weekly play group for pre-schoolers.
The first evening will be the inaugural Life and Faith talk, on Friday April 20, in the hall
at 7.30pm. The speaker will be Louise Clearwater, who is a Pastor at Invercargill Christian Centre
and is also an accomplished race mechanic, one of a handful of women in New Zealand in the field,
working with the V8 races, Formula Ford, the Toyota International Racing Series and Super Touring Cars. Louise grew up immersed in the motor sports world, as both her parents raced classic
cars—and still do.
Louise will have a fascinating story to tell and these evenings are intended for a wider audience, so invite friends and family along for a great presentation from a particularly inspirational
young woman. The evenings will end with supper. From May, the Faith and Life evenings will be on
the fourth Friday evening of each month.
The next event to be rolled out is, by request from the wider community, a relaxed Friday
morning playgroup for pre-schoolers. It will be held in the hall, from 10am to noon, and will be
overseen by Diana Abercrombie, who as a Qualified and Registered ECE teacher, can help to provide an explorative safe space, and share her knowledge of Childhood Development and can assist
with ideas and resources to help parents with any questions they have about their child and link
them with networks if necessary. Lucy Parkhill is also very keen to be on board, and will be bringing in not only our first two little people to be a part of this group, but also will be available as a
trained Breastfeeding specialist, who can give support in this area.
“We will have a subtle faith flavour, through a Children’s library of Christian Stories for Children where parents can loan, read and bring back books, toys and activities that can have a Christian message or theme, a time of prayer for our food and a goodbye blessing for the end of the
day. We will also make sure to share events that will be happening in our Church calendar eg. Service times, Prayer Groups, Garage sale, general notices so that these families are all linked in as
part of our wider church family,” says Diana.
“In the next few weeks, I will be putting together a list of resources that we will need to
begin in this very exciting new ministry area! This is also a great time for me now to ask, if any of
you are
‘To Him who is able to do immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine, according to his power
that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever.’ Ephesians 3:20

