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Christmas 2020 

It’s hard to believe that we’ve reached Advent already. 
This year just seems to have flown by in spite of 
everything that we have had to deal with. As my first 

year at All Saint’s Parish, 2020 has been both an exciting 
and yet challenging time for us all. We feel blessed to 
have been surrounded by such a supportive and 
welcoming group of people. I feel that I have still not yet 
managed to get to know you all properly as the time 
spent in lockdowns has not really allowed me as many 
opportunities to connect with you outside of services as 
might otherwise have happened. But it has been great to 
have spoken with many of you by phone or connected 
with you over Zoom. 

Speaking of Zoom, during lockdown it was absolutely 
amazing to see where our services reached each week. 
As the lockdown progressed we appeared to connect 
further and further afield. At final count we had reached 
people across not only most of New Zealand, but also in 
Australia, Fiji, the United States, India, and into the United 
Kingdom. We have had people following us on Facebook 
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Baptism 

On Sunday November 22nd 
we welcomed through 
Baptism, Imogen Dixon-Calder 
into the family of Christ during 
our 9.30am service. 

Christmas Services 

December 20 - 7.00pm 
Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols  

December 24 - 7.00pm 
Family Nativity Play 

December 24 - 11.30pm 
Midnight Eucharist 

December 25 - 9.30am 
Holy Eucharist 

Prayer Breakfast 

Prayer Breakfast is held 
between 8am-9am on the first 
Saturday of each month at 
Holy Trinity, Windsor. This is a 
time for people to gather and 
pray for the region and for the 
Diocese after a time of 
breakfast and fellowship. There 
are no prerequisites to coming 
along.
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and YouTube as the services were posted online for later 
viewing. I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Samuel 
Carter for his work behind the scenes in continuing to 
record the sermon each week and get this uploaded and 
online for those who are unable to get to regular services. 

I’d also like to take the chance to reiterate a point I made 
in my sermon last week about this time of year. It is very 
easy to find ourselves so caught up in the busyness of the 
season that we don’t have time to remember what 
Christmas is really all about. I would like to encourage 
you to slow down a little bit, and to take the time to 
reflect on the arrival of our Lord and Saviour in this world, 
and to remember that Christmas isn’t about setting up 
the perfect tree, surrounding it with extensive gifts, and 
putting together the perfect meal. But rather Christmas is 
a time for giving thanks for what we already have and for 
remembering God’s humility as He sent His Son into this 
world, taking human form in order to live among us so 
that we might learn from Him directly. Finally He died in 
our stead, so that the sins of the world were borne on His 
shoulders and we were washed clean in His perfection 
and sacrifice. Therefore, the only perfection we need at 
Christmastime is that found in God, we can keep the rest 
simple and imperfect, and arrive at Christmas Day far 
more relaxed than we might have otherwise. Blessings 
and best wishes this Christmas season. 

Rev’d Richard Aitken 
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Church Grounds… 

After all the hard work that has 
been put into getting the 
Vicarage ready to rent out, the 
Vestry remains aware of our need 
to put together a roster of people 
who might be able to help out 
with the church grounds. We are 
looking for volunteers who can: 

• Mow lawns 

• Weed gardens 

• Prune plants 

• Trim edges/verges 

If you think that this is something 
that you could assist us with, 
please contact either of the 
Wardens, or Steve Mitchell so 
that we can add your name to the 
roster. If we are all working 
together then we can stay on top 
of these basic maintenance 
issues. 

Thanks go to those who were 
able to help out with the Garden 
Working Bee which was held on 
Tuesday. The grounds are quite 
big when it comes to weeding 
and garden maintenance, and 
many hands just help make the 
job easier all round.



The monthly newsletter of Gladstone Parish 1 December 2020

3

Archbishops’ Statement in regard of the Royal 
Commission of Inquiry… 

Abuse in any form is incompatible with the love of God. It is 
completely unacceptable within the Church. It violates  our sacred 
belief that all people are made in the image of God, are loved by 
God, and deserve to be treated with dignity and respect. 

All people, and especially our children and the most vulnerable 
among us, must be assured that they are safe when  they are in our 
churches, our schools, our agencies and organisations. There must 
also be confidence that when a complaint is made it will be treated 
seriously and with a process that everyone can have confidence in. 
That is why, when the original terms of reference for the Royal 
Commission were released, we knew that we had to  approach the 
Government and ask that they be extended to include faith-based 
organisations such as ourselves. 

We made this request because we believe that there can be 
confidence in the independence, transparency and  rigor of a Royal 
Commission. We're grateful that the Government listened to the same 
request from survivor groups and extended the terms of reference. As 
we approach the Redress hearings there can be no doubt that the 
evidence will show that people have been abused within the Anglican 
Church, our schools, our agencies and organisations. Abuse has 
happened throughout our wider communities and in State care in the 
past. It will have happened within the wider Church as well. 

The evidence shows that there are clear examples of the Church 
failing to handle complaints of abuse appropriately, further victimising 
survivors. Any good person would be horrified by this, and rightly so. 
It is completely unacceptable and that is why we are cooperating fully 
with the Royal Commission. 

It will be right and appropriate that the Church apologises for these 
failures and for the impact of these failures, and that apology will be 
unequivocal. It will also be important for the Church to offer 
appropriate support and to  approach redress in real and tangible 
ways. 

We are utterly committed to ensuring that abuse in all its forms is 
eradicated from our communities. What is most important now is that 
the survivors of abuse be heard, and that they be treated with the 
dignity and respect they deserve. 

Archbishop Donald Tamihere - Te Pihopa o Aotearoa 

Archbishop Philip Richardson - Senior Bishop of the New Zealand 
Dioceses

Faith and 
Fellowship… 

This group is meeting on 
Monday 14 December 
starting at 6pm @ Jocelyn 
Graham's Place, 68 
Pomona Rd East.  

The turn off is at the 
Makwera Country Club 
corner and there is a sign 
on Jocelyn's gate. We will 
be planning for 2021 

AAW at All 
Saints’… 

The AAW group at All 
saints’ Gladstone meets 
regularly throughout the 
year on the first 
Wednesday of each 
month. The meeting is 
usually held at the church 
and begins with a service 
before meeting for 
business and a speaker. 
Each afternoon finishes 
with a wonderful time of 
fellowship over a beautiful 
afternoon tea. All women 
are welcome to attend. 

Night Church… 

Night Church will resume 
at 7.00pm on the first 
Sunday in February 2021. 
The worship team has met 
and decided that this 
important ministry will 
continue on the first and 
third Sunday of each 
month.
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Synod Report 2020 
Synod is the governing body of the Anglican Diocese of Dunedin, and is held every year usually in 
September.  Each Parish sends up to two Lay Representatives, and up to two Clergy Representatives 
(that is clergy who are licensed to the parish) to debate and make decisions affecting the life of the 
diocese. 

This includes such things as approving a budget for the year, dealing with changes or amendments to 
the Statutes, which are the rules under which the Diocese operates, making statements on behalf of the 
church to Government and other authorities regarding matters of importance such as social justice 
issues like child poverty. Synod also from time to time deals with motions that may fundamentally 
change the life and ministry of the Diocese, such as the motion dealing with our future involvement with 
Selwyn College, the Anglican Residential College attached to Otago University.  

Synod this year took place in two parts, which is why this report to the parish is a little later than usual – 
the first part, which dealt with the usual routine matters was held virtually via Zoom teleconferencing in 
September. The second part, dealing with Selwyn College, was held at St Matthews in Dunedin on 14 
November, having been delayed by COVID restrictions from the original date of 11 March.  All Saints 
was represented at both parts of Synod by Richard Aitken, Diana Abercrombie and Steve Mitchell. 

Synod approved the Diocesan Budget for 2021 with a forecast deficit of $40,000. The diocesan budget 
covers the costs of running the Diocesan Office, the Bishopric, pays all the stipended clergy and takes 
care of all the costs in the province that do not fall under the individual parishes. These costs are met by 
parish contributions (we pay a set amount per month to cover Richard’s stipend and our fair share of the 
costs of the diocese), investment income, and income from other sources.  

As interest rates have fallen, investment income has dropped, and so this year there is a shortfall which 
will be met from the small reserves we have. Diocesan Council and Synod will be looking at ways to 
eliminate this deficit during the coming year, as we do need to live within our means. 

A motion was passed which superseded an earlier motion regarding the distribution of the proceeds of 
any property sales by parishes. These funds will be invested by the Diocesan Trust Board, and income 
from these investments made available for ministry projects in the parish or ministry unit that have been 
approved by Diocesan Council. The funds can also be drawn down for approved projects by the parish 
or ministry unit. 

Other motions were passed indicating to Government our wish to see  society work to eliminate racism, 
and to support agencies working in the aftermath of the COVID-19 Pandemic.  There were a number of 
“housekeeping” motions relating to standing resolutions of Synod, the appointment of trustees to 
diocesan trusts, and the payment of grants to the Hocken Library. If any of these items of business 
should excite or interest you, more information can be obtained from the Diocesan Website, 
www.calledsouth.org.nz. 

Selwyn College. You may remember that the 2018 Synod narrowly passed a motion authorising 
Diocesan Council to sell the college on specific terms to any party who would commit to maintaining the 
special character of the college. This motion, which was introduced and passed without any consultation 
with the affected parties, caused something of an uproar at the time, resulting in the setting up of a 
consultation panel which was chaired by Archbishop Sir David Moxon.  

Continued overleaf… 
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After extensive consultation and deliberation, this was to be 
brought back to a special sitting of Synod in March, which was 
then postponed to November due to COVID. 

The process of discovery and consultation led to some very 
healthy discussions about the future direction of Anglican 
Ministry in the context of the university college, and when the 
motion to sell was put to the special sitting of Synod last 

month, it was soundly defeated.  

A second motion, for keeping the college, commits the diocese 
to creatively developing governance and management 
structures for the college, and undertaking a strategic planning 
process to identify and plan the further development of the 
special character and mission of the college, possibly in 
association with the Theology Department at Otago University, 
and St. Johns Theological College in Auckland. I am sure we 
will hear more of this as time passes. 

A third motion also related to this consultation and the 
learnings from it commit Diocesan Council to exploring new 
ministry models such as a Cathedral based leadership training 
centre, a Bishop’s Action Foundation, the development of a 
community facing youth mission, and the development of ta 
church planting strategy. 

Finally, elections were held for a number of diocesan roles, in 
which both Dianna Abercrombie and Steve Mitchell were 
elected to Diocesan Council for the next two years. 

If you have any questions or suggestions, feel free to approach 
one of your Synod reps for a chat. 

Steve Mitchell 
Diana Abercrombie 
Richard Aitken 

All Saints’ Day Parish 
Dinner 2020 

The All saints’ Parish Dinner was 
held on the evening of Saturday 
31 October and was a wonderful 
success. Fifty people enjoyed a 
two course meal put on by 
Country Manor Catering and 
accompanied by an aperitif of 
Sherry, and red and white wines 
served with dinner. 

The table layout facilities great 
conversation with many people 
moving about between courses 
to catch up with friends and 
fellow parishioners. 

This years speaker was our very 
own Wynston Cooper who 
shared his journey of 
photography with us. This was a 
new talk that hadn’t previously 
been delivered anywhere else 
and was accompanied with new 
slides and fantastic scenic shots 
of the New Zealand countryside. 

Photographs of the dinner were 
taken by Rowland Broughton 
who has allowed these to be 
published in Saints Alive. 

Above: Peter and Liz 
Cruickshank, Maureen Knight, Jill 
and Tony Whitfield and Peter 
Thomas. 

Right: Karen and Dwayne Jones, 
Jocelyn Donaldson, Carol 
Edginton, and Elizabeth Lucy
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Giving at All Saints 

As a Parish we are very lucky and 
extremely grateful for the wonderful 
generosity of our Parishioners.  We 
celebrate and thank you for your 
contribution to the running of the Parish, 
Missions, various appeals and the 
organisations we support.  

There are different ways that you can give 
or contribute to the Parish.  

• Internet Banking: Gifts given in this way 
still count towards your annual gifting 
receipt for IRD purposes. Our account is 
with the ANZ, account number - 06 
0925 0171362 00.  Please use your 
name as the reference so the Parish 
Recorder can issue a receipt for tax 
purposes at the end of March each year. 

• Envelopes: These are available through 
the Parish Recorder and you can make a 
donation using your envelopes. The 
amount you give remains entirely 
confidential and you will receive a 
receipt for tax purposes at the end of 
March each year. 

• Cash: This can be put in the collection 
plate as it circulates during the Offertory 
Hymn. Cash is not able to be receipted. 

• Bequest: Please speak with your advisor 
or trustee about leaving a bequest to 
the Parish.

All Saints’ Gladstone: Contact Us 

VICAR People’s Warden: Linda Te Au - 027 357 2069
Rev’d Richard Aitken Vicar’s Warden: Wynston Cooper - 217 5281
214 3117 or 027 293 8539 Parish Administrator: Karen Jones

Parish Office open Friday, 9am-12noon

www.allsaintsinvercargill.org.nz

		Nativity    Scene 

Christmas Photos 
Come along and have your picture taken at  

a Nativity Scene	

Sat	5th	December	10am-4pm	
Sat	12th	December	10am-	4pm	

Monday	14th	–	Fri	18th	December	10am	–	noon,	2-4pm		
	Sat	19th	December	10am	–	4pm	

Mon	21st	December	10am	–noon,	2-4pm	
		

Manna	Bookshop																																	 	
90	Spey	Street	 	 	 	 	 $	5	pack		
Invercargill	 	 	 		 	 								$10	pack	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 CASH	ONLY	 	
	 	 	 	 	

Balloons	
Lollies

Colo
uring

	

Com
pe11

on

http://www.allsaintsinvercargill.org.nz

	Baptism
	Christmas Services
	Prayer Breakfast
	Christmas 2020
	Church Grounds…
	Archbishops’ Statement in regard of the Royal Commission of Inquiry…
	Faith and Fellowship…
	AAW at All Saints’…
	Night Church…
	Giving at All Saints

