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Looking Forward to 2021 
I’m almost afraid to write this article, because this time 
last year I was just beginning my time at All Saints’ and 
was looking forward to setting myself up in the routines 
of daily parish life, when just five weeks later we were 
involved in the first national lock-down and everything 
changed. But it’s amazing the differences that a year can 
bring. One year on and we have all survived the 
challenges thrown at us. We managed to adapt church so 
that we could meet online through Zoom or Facebook, 
and although it was different, it was a wonderful time of 
being together at the beginning of each week. I have had 
many people ask if we could continue the online services, 
but the answer has had to be ‘no’. Not because we don’t 
want to, but because church services don’t translate to 
online media very well at all. There is simply too much 
‘dead’ airtime with people sitting, standing and lining up. 
So we have elected to record each week’s sermon 
message and put that up on our YouTube channel and on 
our church website. If you click on the links they will take 
you to these places and you can see for yourself. 
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Weekly Services 

Wednesday - 10.00am 
A regular weekly Said 
Eucharist using the older 
format of Anglican liturgy. This 
is followed by morning tea and 
fellowship. 

Sunday - 8.00am 
An early service every Sunday 
using a Said Eucharist as the 
basis of worship. 

Sunday - 9.30am 
This is a full Eucharistic service 
held each week. A different 
liturgy is used from a selection 
found in the New Zealand 
Prayer Book. The service is 
followed by morning tea and 
fellowship in the hall. 

Sunday - 7.00pm 
Night Church is held on the 
first and third Sunday of each 
month. This is a more relaxed 
and less formal service of 
praise and worship followed 
by prayer and supper. 

Prayer Times 

Prayer times are offered on 
Tuesday evenings from 
5.15pm and Sunday morning 
at 9.00am. This is a time of 
open prayer with all welcome 
to attend.

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=all+saints+invercargill
http://allsaintsinvercargill.org.nz
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So what does 2021 hold in store for us? I think that it’s 
impossible to predict whether or not we’ll find ourselves 
in lock-down again, but let’s for a moment assume we 
don’t. Very soon we have the beginning of Easter. Ash 
Wednesday falls on February 17th and we’ll hold an 
Imposition of Ashes service at 10.00am on that 
Wednesday. Following on from this we have the Chrism 
Eucharist service on Tuesday 30th March and then we’re 
into Holy Week. Throughout Lent I will be offering a 
lenten discussion series and all are welcome to attend. 
Dates and times will be released shortly. 

Recently we have started a prayer time in the choir vestry 
on a Sunday morning between the two morning services, 
beginning around 9.00am. This is open to anyone who 
wishes to come along. There is also the prayer meeting 
on a Tuesday evening at 5.15pm. Both of these maintain 
the corporate prayer structure which is so important in 
the life of any church or group of believers. In this edition 
of Saints Alive you will find an extract on prayer written by 
Martin Luther in 1535.  

I would like to finish with a blessing for the year ahead. 
This blessing was imparted by Anna Huws as part of the 
January Prayer Day at the Ffald Y Brenin Retreat Centre in 
Wales. 

“I bless you in the mighty name of Jesus. I bless you that 
you may yield to the purposes of God in your life, in this 
time, in this season, in this coming year. I bless you to be 
a person of curiosity and not a person who is trying to 
hold onto control. I bless you that as you embrace the 
mystery, that you would find yourself caught up, flowing 
in the river of his grace, going where he takes you, free 
from worry, free from anxiety, free from fear. I bless you to 
rise above your circumstances, and even in a Covid-19 
world I bless you that you may have eyes to see and ears 
to hear what the Lord is saying to you at this time. I bless 
you that you may rise up and soar on wings as an eagle, 
flying above, yes, a Covid world, and also any other  
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Volunteers needed… 

There are a number of jobs that 
need to be done in the 
background to keep a church like 
All Saints running smoothly. We 
need a number of volunteers to 
help us to run each of these 
ministries. If you feel that you can 
commit to even one, your offer of 
assistance would be most 
gratefully received. Some areas 
of need are: 

• Setting up the church for 
services 

• Gardening 

• Flowers 

• Readers 

• Sidespeople 

• Morning tea hosts 

• Lawn mowing 

The more people we have 
volunteering for any of these, the 
fewer times each year that you 
will need to be rostered on.  

Please contact either:  

Linda Te Au 027 3572 069 or 

Karen Jones 214 3117
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difficult and challenging 
circumstances that you 
face at this time. And I 
bless you in those places 
of pain and despair. That 
he may come, that God of 
hope, he may fill you, 
every part of you, and 
lead you out of the desert 
into a wide open space 
where you’re able to feast 
o n h i m . T h r i v e a n d 
flourish in every area of 
your life. And I bless you 
that his manifest presence 
may rest upon you, that in 
2021 you may encounter 
the bridegroom God in a 
new way that you have 
never seen before, or 
never understood. I bless 
you that his presence 
would break in, in such 
power that your life may 
be transformed, from 
glory to glory. And I bless 
you that you may know his 
protection, that you may 
know his tenderness, and 
that you may know his 
care. And so we bless all 
of these things to you in 
Jesus ’ mighty name. 
Amen. 
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A Simple Way to Pray: Martin Luther 

I will tell you as best I can what I do personally when I pray. May our dear Lord 
grant to you and to everybody to do it better than I! Amen.  

First, when I feel that I have become cool and joyless in prayer because of 
other tasks or thoughts (for the flesh and the devil always impede and 
obstruct prayer), I take my little psalter, hurry to my room, or, if it be the day 
and hour for it, to the church where a congregation is assembled and, as time 
permits, I say quietly to myself and word-for-word the Ten Commandments, 
the Creed, and, if I have time, some words of Christ or of Paul, or some 
psalms, just as a child might do.  

It is a good thing to let prayer be the first business of the morning and the last 
at night. Guard yourself carefully against those false, deluding ideas which tell 
you, "Wait a little while. I will pray in an hour; first I must attend to this or that." 
Such thoughts get you away from prayer into other affairs which so hold your 
attention and involve you that nothing comes of prayer for that day.  

It may well be that you may have some tasks which are as good or better than 
prayer, especially in an emergency. There is a saying ascribed to St. Jerome 
that everything a believer does is prayer and a proverb, "He who works 
faithfully prays twice." This can be said because a believer fears and honours 
God in his work and remembers the commandment not to wrong anyone, or 
to try to steal, defraud, or cheat. Such thoughts and such faith undoubtedly 
transform his work into prayer and a sacrifice of praise.  

On the other hand it is also true that the work of an unbeliever is outright 
cursing and so he who works faithlessly curses twice. While he does his work 
his thoughts are occupied with a neglect of God and violation of his law, how 
to take advantage of his neighbour, how to steal from him and defraud him. 
What else can such thoughts be but out and out curses against God and man, 
which makes one's work and effort a double curse by which a man curses 
himself. In the end they are beggars and bunglers. It is of such continual 
prayer that Christ says in Luke 11, "Pray without ceasing," because one must 
unceasingly guard against sin and wrong- doing, something one cannot do 
unless one fears God and keeps his commandment in mind, as Psalm 1 [:1, 2] 
says, "Blessed is he who meditates upon his law day and night."  

Yet we must be careful not to break the habit of true prayer and imagine other 
works to be necessary which, after all, are nothing of the kind. Thus at the end 
we become lax and lazy, cool and listless toward prayer. The devil who besets 
us is not lazy or careless, and our flesh is too ready and eager to sin and is 
disinclined to the spirit of prayer. 
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Giving at All Saints 

As a Parish we are very lucky and 
extremely grateful for the wonderful 
generosity of our Parishioners.  We 
celebrate and thank you for your 
contribution to the running of the Parish, 
Missions, various appeals and the 
organisations we support.  

There are different ways that you can give 
or contribute to the Parish.  

• Internet Banking: Gifts given in this way 
still count towards your annual gifting 
receipt for IRD purposes. Our account is 
with the ANZ, account number - 06 
0925 0171362 00.  Please use your 
name as the reference so the Parish 
Recorder can issue a receipt for tax 
purposes at the end of March each year. 

• Envelopes: These are available through 
the Parish Recorder and you can make a 
donation using your envelopes. The 
amount you give remains entirely 
confidential and you will receive a 
receipt for tax purposes at the end of 
March each year. 

• Cash: This can be put in the collection 
plate as it circulates during the Offertory 
Hymn. Cash is not able to be receipted. 

• Bequest: Please speak with your advisor 
or trustee about leaving a bequest to 
the Parish.

All Saints’ Gladstone: Contact Us 

VICAR People’s Warden: Linda Te Au - 027 357 2069
Rev’d Richard Aitken Vicar’s Warden: Wynston Cooper - 217 5281
214 3117 or 027 293 8539 Parish Administrator: Karen Jones

Parish Office open Friday, 9am-12noon

www.allsaintsinvercargill.org.nz

AGM 2021 

Yes, it’s that time again. It will seem as if we have only 
just had the last AGM, but because of Covid-19 and the 
lock-down that happened, our AGM for 2020 was 
delayed by several months. This year we are getting 
back into the regular routines and our Annual General 
Meeting is scheduled for Sunday March 28, 2021. The 
meeting will be held, as usual, in the parish hall after the 
service at 9.30am.

This year we are seeking nominations for the following 
roles:

Vestry - as a member of this body you are part of the 
team responsible for the governance of the parish. 
Vestry reports to the Diocese and each year is charged 
with delivering facilities and services in line with an 
annual budget and targets set in conjunction with the 
ministry team and Vicar.

Synod Representative - in this elected role you are a 
representative of All Saints’ parish at the annual 
Diocesan Synod. As a parish representative you have a 
vote on synod matters and are a part of shaping and 
guiding the wider church across the Diocese.

People’s Warden - as People’s Warden you will meet 
regularly with the Vicar to maintain effective 
communications and to work jointly to coordinate and 
run the day-to-day aspects of the parish. This is not an 
onerous role, but requires a good listening ear and 
attention to detail.

Nominations can be recorded on the sheet at the back 
of the church.

http://www.allsaintsinvercargill.org.nz
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