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Vestry Meetings 2022 

The Vestry of All Saints’ 
Gladstone meets monthly at 
7.30pm, usually on the third 
Tuesday of each month. The 
dates for Vestry meetings for 
the coming year are: 
Tuesday 15 February 
Tuesday 15 March 
Tuesday 19 April 
Tuesday 17 May 
Tuesday 21 June 
Tuesday 19 July 
Tuesday 16 August 
Tuesday 20 September 
Tuesday 18 October 
Tuesday 15 November

Red Traffic Light welcomes 
us into 2022 
This last week has seen the emergence of the Omicron variant of 
Covid-19 into the community in New Zealand. This latest variant 
is apparently highly transmissible and as such the entire country 
has been moved into the Red Light level of our alert system. This 
means that there are a few things around All Saints that we will 
be doing differently during this time. When you enter the church 
buildings you will need to sign in using the QR Codes or the 
Sign-In register. You will also need to have your Vaccine Pass 
scanned by one of the team. Neither of these should be 
unfamiliar to you at this stage. You will also now need to wear 
your mask to enter and leave the building, and throughout our 
services. You are asked to try and space yourselves 
approximately one metre apart unless you are seated with 
someone with whom you share a bubble. Families may sit 
closely together for example. Communion will only be given in 
one form, the bread, as it was until recently. All these are 
different to the way we held worship last month. While we are 
told through scripture that it is usual for people to feel unsettled 
from time to time, the last two years have been a period of great 
and frequent change. I thank you all for the way in which you 
have made these changes and continue to do so. If you are in 
need of support please contact either the wardens or myself.  

Blessings, Richard.
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A Growing Confidence in our Nation… 
The Treaty is the founding document of New Zealand in which Maori chiefs ceded governorship to the 
British Crown, in exchange for the Crown guaranteeing their rights to the “undisturbed possession of 
their Lands and Estates Forests Fisheries and other properties. . .” The later years of the 20th century 
were marked by growing demands to “honour the Treaty”. That led to the 1975 Treaty of Waitangi Act 
which set up a tribunal to investigate alleged Crown breaches of the Treaty, and to the adoption by 
Anglicans in New Zealand of a new church constitution. 

Archbishop Philip Richardson took part in Waitangi Day celebrations – and in a reflection published 
today he said that the 176th anniversary commemorations showed “a growing confidence in our 
nation” and a “coming together” of different people who are “ready to unite over . . . shared concerns.” 
One church service was held at sunrise at Te Whare Runanga – the meeting house on the Treaty 
grounds – and another later in the morning on the marae atea – a Māori ceremonial public meeting 
space in front of Te Whare Runanga. 

“As I worshipped, then wandered through the day at Waitangi, trying to soak it all in, I sensed that 
something deep is stirring,” Archbishop Richardson told Anglican Taonga. “Something that goes 
beyond the excitement of buzzing markets, a thought-provoking new museum – or the theatrics of 
politics. I sensed a growing confidence in our nation. That new confidence is grounded in realism – 
there is much to do, justice is a long time coming, and relationships have to be constantly worked at. 
There’s no sugar-coating that reality. But as a nation we are becoming more comfortable about being 
together in all of our differences. We’re finding new places where we can forge common purpose.” 

Archbishop Richardson said that during the day he heard speeches about a range of issues including a 
regional free trade agreement - the Trans-Pacific Partnership; concerns about rangatiratanga, or 
sovereignty; dangers to the environment; and about the possible taxation of water. 

“Time and again I heard people saying that any attempts to commodify water are unacceptable, that 
water is a gift, and not a commodity to be bought and sold,” Archbishop Richardson said. “There were 
many Pakeha [New Zealanders of European descent] families listening to that [debate] and my sense is 
that those concerns struck a chord with them, too. In other words, as a country we are coming together 
to care for God’s creation, to recognise the sacredness of the environment. Yes, relationships have to 
be worked at and cared for. But let's not give up, nor become complacent. I believe ‘our’ day is a day 
of which we can all feel proud. I’m grateful for all the Treaty offers everyone who lives in this land. It’s a 
covenant based on generosity and hospitality, and at Waitangi, I sensed a determination that the rights 
and needs of future generations will not be sold to present-day expediency. Now that is something to 
celebrate.” 

In 1992, the old Anglican Church in New Zealand ceased to be, and Anglicans in that part of the world 
adopted a new constitution which aimed to reflect the principles of the Treaty, and a new name: “The 
Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia.” 

Within the province, there are three partners, or Tikanga  (the Maori word for customary values and 
practices), who order their affairs within their own cultural context: Māori, Pakeha (European) and 
Pasefika. 

Tikanga Pasefika comprises Fiji, Tonga, Samoa and the Cook Islands, and is known as the Diocese of 
Polynesia. Within New Zealand itself, the Tikanga Pakeha comprises seven dioceses while the Tikanga 
Māori comprises five dioceses, or Hui Amorangi. 

ACNS Article, February 2016.

http://bit.ly/1QSo9T1
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Traffic Lights Explained…

Coming Events… 

12 February   Synod (2021 Second Day) at Forsyth Barr Stadium, Dunedin 
2 March    Ash Wednesday Service 
12 April    Chrism Eucharist Service at All Saints’ Gladstone at 7.00pm with Bp Steven presiding,   
       pot-luck dinner begins at 6.00pm 
15 April    Good Friday 
17 April    Easter Sunday
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Giving at All Saints 

As a Parish we are very lucky and extremely grateful for the wonderful generosity of our Parishioners.  
We celebrate and thank you for your contribution to the running of the Parish, Missions, various 
appeals and the organisations we support.  

There are different ways that you can give or contribute to the Parish.  

• Internet Banking: Gifts given in this way still count towards your annual gifting receipt for IRD 
purposes. Our account is with the ANZ, account number - 06 0925 0171362 00.  Please use your 
name as the reference so the Parish Recorder can issue a receipt for tax purposes at the end of 
March each year. 

• Envelopes: These are available through the Parish Recorder and you can make a donation using 
your envelopes. The amount you give remains entirely confidential and you will receive a receipt for 
tax purposes at the end of March each year. 

• Cash: This can be put in the collection plate as it circulates during the Offertory Hymn. Cash is not 
able to be receipted. 

• Bequest: Please speak with your advisor or trustee about leaving a bequest to the Parish.

All Saints’ Gladstone: Contact Us 

VICAR      People’s Warden: Linda Te Au - 027 357 2069 
Rev’d Richard Aitken    Vicar’s Warden: Wynston Cooper - 217 5281 
214 3117 or 027 293 8539   Parish Administrator: Karen Jones 
      Parish Office open Friday, 8am-11am 

www.allsaintsinvercargill.org.nz

find us online on 

these platforms…

What I’m Reading… 
I have recently been recommended Celebration of Discipline: The path 
to spiritual growth by Richard Foster. This is a book that takes the time to 
explore the disciplines of the christian faith. In it Foster looks at the 
inward disciplines of meditation, prayer, fasting and study; and the 
outward disciplines of simplicity, solitude, submission and service. He 
also explores the corporate disciplines of confession, worship, guidance 
and celebration. This book has been “praised by many as the most 
important contemporary book on Christian spirituality.”

http://www.allsaintsinvercargill.org.nz
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