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Vestry Meetings 2022 

The Vestry of All Saints’ 
Gladstone meets monthly at 
7.30pm, usually on the third 
Tuesday of each month. The 
dates for Vestry meetings for 
the coming year are: 
Tuesday 18 October 
Tuesday 15 November 
Tuesday 21 February 
Tuesday 21 March 

Parish AGM 
Sunday 12 March

Connecting Within… 

It’s been said that most of the major mistakes and accidents 
that have ever taken place in the world have happened 
because of a lack of communication or shared understanding 

around what was happening. Therefore it’s very important that 
we don’t find ourselves in the same place at All Saints’ Gladstone 
as we head into the future. I believe that there are several ways 
that we can mis-communicate within the Parish and I’d like to 
focus on some of these in this edition of the Saints Alive. 

The first opportunity for mis-communication happens when we 
are not all aligned with our understanding of what church is and 
what we belong to. In order to be properly aligned I think there 
are four ways that we need to consider. We need to be aligned 
Theologically in that our beliefs are firmly based in God’s Word. 
We need to be aligned Relationally, and to see our lives 
connected with one another through the strong relationships we 
have amongst the body of believers. We need to be aligned 
Philosophically and all of us should be working to achieve God’s 
vision and mission together through the relational opportunities 
we are provided with. Finally we should be aligned Structurally in 
that our systems and processes as a Parish support the ministries 
we are trying to empower. If we are able to find ourselves 
aligned in these ways then it’s far easier to face the challenges 
and barriers that are an inevitable part of following God’s 
pathway. 

Cont. p2
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Coming Events… 

1 October  Combined Anglican Prayer Breakfast at Holy Trinity, Windsor at 8.00am  

2 October  Said Eucharist at 8am; All-Age Worship Service at 9.30am 

4 October  Archdeaconry Meeting at Holy Trinity, Windsor at 12.00pm 
        
5 October  NO Said Eucharist this morning 
      All Saints’ AAW Annual General Meeting at All Saints’ Gladstone from 2.00pm 
      Pizza and Prayer at 20 Russel Street from 6.00pm 

9 October  NO Said Eucharist this morning; Extended Communion at 9.30am 
       
14 October  Ecumenical Rest Home Service at Ascot BUPA at 11.00am 

16 October  Said Eucharist at 8.00am; Holy Communion at 9.30am 

18 October  Cake and Prayer at 20 Cunningham Street at 10.00am 
      Vestry Meeting in the Meeting Room at the Office at 7.30pm 

21 October  Ecumenical Rest Home Service at Rowena Jackson at 11.00am 

23 October  NO Said Eucharist this morning; Extended Communion at 9.30am 
      Oban Presbyterian Ecumenical Service at 10.30am 

30 October  NO Said Eucharist this morning; Extended Communion at 9.30am 
      Oban Presbyterian AGM Service at 10.30am

From p.1 

The second way in which we can find ourselves mis-communicating is when we are divided as a 
Parish, working across many fronts, but spread extremely thinly on the ground. I believe that it is 
better for us to focus on a few areas and do them well, than to try and be all things to all people and 
only perform at an average level. Over the next few months I would like to see us begin to define 
what it is that we feel we do well, and how we can possibly begin to further support and enhance 
those ministries in line with our Vision for All Saints’ Gladstone. 

I believe that a third way in which mis-communication happens is when communication doesn’t 
happen, or we think something should have happened and the reality is quite different. The most 
obvious example of this is when one of our parishioners is sick or finding life difficult and the Pastoral 
Care team doesn’t get to hear about it - and thus doesn’t have a chance to really respond to the 
need that is out there. We have a fantastic team of people who support this ministry, but they can 
only do what they do when they know who’s in need. Linda Te Au is the coordinator of this group 
and her contact details can be found at the back of this newsletter. 

We have a wonderful Parish here at All Saints’ Gladstone. We are blessed to have a very diverse 
demographic and a group of fabulous, caring and loving parishioners. We are situated in the very 
heart of the Gladstone community and I believe that we are called to reach out into that community 
and to share the love of God with our neighbours in every way we can. May God bless us all as we 
seek Him to align our communication and connectedness across the Parish in the way ahead. 

Ngā mihi nui, Richard.
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Praying for the Future… 

It’s great that we have the opportunity to talk amongst ourselves about the future directions for All 
Saints’ Gladstone and for the Invercargill Anglican parishes, but we shouldn’t forget also that we have 
every opportunity to speak with God about our worries and our concerns as well. So as a means to help 
get us started and to assist in helping us to stay focused, the following prayer has been assembled as a 
guide. In it we give thanks for all those who have faithful come before us and who set us up as a parish 
for ministry into the future. We give thanks that God has the ultimate plan for what will happen and we 
acknowledge that we are in God’s hands. We acknowledge that we need God to open the hearts of the 
community so that we can work among them; and that only God can grant us the grace to achieve what 
needs to be achieved in order for God’s plan to be fulfilled. I would like to thank Linda Te Au and Debra 
Murphy for their work in putting this together to support us all as we move ahead. 
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Prayer for the Future 

Gracious God who has been at our beginning and will be at our end.  We give you thanks for our parish of Gladstone and our churches of All Saints and St Andrews.  We recognise and remember with gratitude all those who came before us and built up your ministry here in this place. 
Gracious God in this world of uncertainty You already know our future path and we your loving and faithful people pray that we can accept with gracious hearts the journey that lies before us.   

We look to You for a new vision in our community.  We know You will lead us into a future full of hope, joy and promise.   
Give us the courage and the wisdom to openly discuss a new way forward that glorifies your Holy Name and brings a resurgence of life to your Anglican church in Invercargill.   

We pray for our Bishop Stephen, for our Vicar Richard and all those who lead us and guide us towards us a new tomorrow.  We pray for those whose path is connected to ours that they would make thoughtful and compassionate decisions.  
Give us the grace to listen to each other, to acknowledge past hurts, to reconcile as one united people in your Holy Name.    
Fill us with your Holy Spirit that we would be inspired to dream, be prepared to risk losing everything to gain a better, brighter future where You are at the centre. 

May it be your words we hear, may it be your light we follow. 
We pray these things in the name of Jesus who died that we might live. Amen.
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St Paul’s School Mission Visit… 

On Saturday 1st October students and staff from Saint Paul’s Collegiate School in Hamilton will be 
coming to Saint Andrew’s Church on Stewart Island to help out with some much-needed gardening 
and landscaping around the front of the church. They have chosen this as a project because they 
would usually try to get their senior students away on an overseas mission trip, but these have been 
curtailed by Covid-19. Plants for the project have been supplied by Diack’s Nursery and the SIRCET 
Nursery on Stewart Island. They are all natives and will fill out across the landscaping to provide a 
varied burst of colour on the hillside when seen from Oban. I am most grateful to the team and their 
teachers, to Bill Watt who will help to oversee the work, and to the Rev. John Graveston from the 
Diocese who will be joining the team for a couple of days.

Pictured above: 

Saint Andrew’s Church, Stewart Island and the car 
park and grounds that will be renovated over the 
next week by the students of Saint Paul’s Collegiate 
School, Hamilton.
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Giving at All Saints 

As a Parish we are very lucky and extremely grateful for the wonderful generosity of our Parishioners.  
We celebrate and thank you for your contribution to the running of the Parish, Missions, various 
appeals and the organisations we support.  

There are different ways that you can give or contribute to the Parish.  

• Internet Banking: Gifts given in this way still count towards your annual gifting receipt for IRD 
purposes. Our account is with the ANZ, account number - 06 0925 0171362 00.  Please use your 
name as the reference so the Parish Recorder can issue a receipt for tax purposes at the end of 
March each year. 

• Envelopes: These are available through the Parish Recorder and you can make a donation using 
your envelopes. The amount you give remains entirely confidential and you will receive a receipt for 
tax purposes at the end of March each year. 

• Cash: This can be put in the collection plate as it circulates during the Offertory Hymn. Cash is not 
able to be receipted. 

• Bequest: Please speak with your advisor or trustee about leaving a bequest to the Parish.

All Saints’ Gladstone: Contact Us 

VICAR      People’s Warden: Linda Te Au - 027 357 2069 
Rev’d Richard Aitken    Vicar’s Warden: Wynston Cooper - 217 5281 
027 293 8539     Parish Administrator: Karen Jones 
      Parish Office open Friday, 8am-11am 

www.allsaintsinvercargill.org.nz

NEW - Communion Practices at All Saints’ Gladstone… 

With the elimination of the Traffic Light approach to Covid-19 and the ability to hold services without 
the necessity to wear a mask, we are delighted to be able to offer communion in both kinds once 
again. This does come with some minor points to be aware of. Firstly you are always welcome to allow 
the cup to pass you by if you do not wish to partake of the shared chalice. Simply indicate to the bearer 
that this is your preference. It is perfectly acceptable to receive communion in one kind only. Secondly 
there will, for the time being, be no intincting (dipping) of the wafer in the communion chalice.  

Please be aware that everyone will make their personal choices around communion and that such 
choices are all valued and recognised at All Saints. Thank you again for your patience as we navigate 
this process and its implementation.

find us online on 

these platforms…

http://www.allsaintsinvercargill.org.nz
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